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Preface

This booklet explains your rights in a Minnesotaatice and includes information on custody,
parenting time, child support, maintenance, abasd, division of property. This booklet does
NOT tell you how to get a divorce without the helpan attorney. Divorce law is complicated
and changes often. Each case must be handlededifffie Unless your divorce is very simple, it
is usually a good idea to have an attorney.

If you are low-income you can get a free copy a$ thooklet from your local legal services
office. The booklet is also available online vaivw.LawHelpMN.orgto view or print out.
Others can purchase the booklet for $7.00 plus@pe Minnesota sales tax.

Discounts are available on bulk orders by callimg €oalition office at 651-228-9105, ext. 6911.

For free information about this and other civilaétppics, visiwvww.LawHelpMN.org

Fact Sheets on different legal subjects are alsdladle online at the website listed above or
from the Community Legal Education Program at tlegdl Aid Society of Minneapolis. Please
call 651-228-9105, ext. 6915 for a list.

© 2011 Mid-Minnesota Legal Assistance. This docotmeay be reproduced and used for non-
commercial personal and educational purposes ohllyother rights reserved. This notice must
remain on all copies. Reproduction, distributiand use for commercial purposes are strictly
prohibited.
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Definitions

DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE

Under Minnesota law, divorce is calletissolution of marriage. Divorce cases are decided in
family court. The court "dissolves" or ends tharrrage when the final papers are entered in the
court's records. These final papers are calledudgmentand Decree. The Judgment and Decree
contains the court's final decision on other qoestitoo. These include custody, parenting time,
child support, and division of debts and property.

LEGAL SEPARATION

Many people think that when a couple wants to &part they have to get a "legal separation.” This
is not true. Often couples live apart for awhilefdse they decide to get a divorce. This is not
"illegal." Legal separations are for people who do not want a divorce (usuatly feligious
reasons). They still need a legal paper to sett#ody, support, and property questions. Thetcour
makes the same kinds of decisions that it makesdivorce. However, the couple remain married,
and the division of property is not final.

A legal separation is similar to a divorce. Itdakas long as a divorce. If the court grants alleg
separation and the husband or wife decides latgett@a divorce, a new case must be started. A lega
separation is_not a necessary step in the divoroeeps. For people whose religion prevents
divorce, a legal separation may be best.



ANNULMENT

A legal annulmentis a decision by the court that the couple wasnevarried. Some marriages
are against the law, such as marriage between dlekives.
Annulments are not necessary in such cases becander the law,
there is no marriage. Other marriages may be &thbly the court.

For example

. one of the parties was mentally limited

. was too young to marry

. the couple never had sexual intercourse.

The steps for getting an annulment are similah&dteps for getting a divorce. Most people need
an attorney to get an annulment.

A legal annulment should not be confused with myi@ls annulment. For example, a Catholic may
not be permitted to remarry in the church if therch has not determined that the first marriage is
null and void. This type of annulment is grantgdliee church, and has no legal effect according to
Minnesota law. Likewise, a legal annulment or doeomay not affect how the church looks upon
the marriage.

What Are My Rights Before the Divorce?

If you are married and a court of law has made ndem your legal rights are the same whether you
are living with your spouse or living apart. Bagmouses have the same rights.

If there are children of the marriage, each spdasethe right to decide where the children livgor

to school, whether they should see a doctor, andhezke other arrangements that need to be made.
These decisions are left to the parents, as lorigeashildren are not being hurt. If the childeme
being hurt, other people might become involved —talgcor nurses, school personnel, community
workers or the police. If you do not want your gpe to take or visit the children because you are
afraid the children will not be returned or will Ib@armed, you do not have to let the children go.
However, if there is not a threat that your spowgiekidnap the children, you should think abouéth
children's best interests and whether it would dedgfor them to see their other parent. If you are
concerned about your spouse's visits, considemge#t custody order. If there are children who



were born before the marriage and there has beewotion or custody order, the mother has sole

custody in Minnesota until there is a court oraethie contrary.
A
y |

A spouse imot liable to (responsible for paying) creditors fabts of the other spouse except for
necessary medical expenses and household artiokbssgpplies used by the family while the
spouses live together. A spousdiable for credit card and other charges by theepospouse if both
had agreed to be responsible to the creditor. dusp may also be liable for credit card debt if tha
spouse has used the card in the past. Either spoayg close a joint credit card account at any.time
In some cases, it may be wise to cancel credisdanchediately.

Each spouse has the right to sell, give away, epadie of any
property the couple owns. For example, eithergrersan withdraw
money from a joint bank account. Either can chanmge joint credit
card. There are some exceptions to this gendral Neither spouse
has the right to cash checks made out to the afh@use. Neither
spouse can withdraw money from a bank accountisfiih the name
of the other spouse only. Neither spouse canasetiotor vehicle
that is in the name of the other spouse. Neithersell real estate
that is in both names or in the name of one spouse.

Neither spouse has the right to assault, rapesgnpr threaten the other. Laws against theserati
apply to people even when they are married to etudr.



What Are My Rights If | Am Being Abused, Hurt
or Threatened?

No person has the right to hurt or threaten you oryour children— not even your spouse.

The Domestic Abuse Act is a law that protects fgmiembers (and some other people too) from
being physically abused, sexually abused or thneate

Examples of physical abuse are being shoved, pusilapgped, choked, kicked, having things
thrown at you, and using a cigarette to burn yduidor you.

"Threatened" means you're afraid of being immedyate
harmed. For example, you are being threatenedchiksoe
yells “If you don't give me the keys, I'll hit ydwarder than
last time" or "I'll kill you if you leave.” Exampk might
include having a gun pointed at you, a knife wasegou
or having the furniture smashed.

Sexual abuse includes forcing you to have sex @ an
sexual touching of a child.

You can ask the court for &rder for Protection. It will

order the abuser to stop all the abuse and thrdatsan

also order the abuser to leave the home, to stay &nom

your work place or school. It can provide for tergy

custody, child support and use of the car or hortecan
also do other things to protect you and the childrét doesn't matter whether or not you've
started a divorce or if you're still living together.

You do not need a lawyer to get @nder for Protection. You can get the forms at the courthouse
and the clerks of court are required to help yduwfit the application. It doesn't cost anythindite
the papers. You may want to call your local shdtie battered women for more help.

You can also call the police and get help fromdieinal court system.

For more information, please see our bookdedlers for Protection and Harassment Restraining
Orders.



What Are The Grounds For Divorce?

Minnesota has a "no-fault" divorce law. This meéns not necessary to prove your spouse is at
fault for the breakup of the marriage. It is omlgcessary to prove that there has been "an
irretrievable breakdown of the marriage relatiopshi This means that there is no hope that the
spouses will want to live together again as huslzamtiwife.

Because Minnesota has a no-fault divorce law, aspavho wants a divorce is almost certain to be
granted one by the court even if the other spooss dot want a divorce.

It also means that the fault of either spouse enkireakup of the marriage cannot be considered by
the court in deciding custody, division of propeny anything else.

Who May Ask For a Divorce?

You must be a resident of Minnesota for 180 daysn(ths) before you can begin a divorce
proceeding. Members of the United States Armeadoqualify if they have kept their Minnesota
residence.




What Does the Court Decide in a Divorce?

CUSTODY OF THE CHILDREN

Custody is decided based upon the best intereste ahinor children. The
court considers many things such as

the children's wishes

their relationship with each parent

how well the children are doing in their presewinlg situation
how long the children have been there

the child’s cultural background

the parenting abilities of each spouse

which parent was the "primary caretaker"

the mental and physical health of each parentlaadhildren.

The “primary caretaker” is the parent who takes azfrthe children's daily basic needs before and
after the separation. The court will also considérich parent is more likely to encourage a

relationship between the children and the otheemtar The court can grant custody to either parent.
The sex of the parent is not a factor.

The court looks at whether there has been domaktise by one parent against the other and how
the children were affected by that. The courta@o consider domestic abuse between a parent and
anyone else.

The court decides both legal and physical custddggal custodyis the right to make the major
decisions about the children. These include th&rem's religious upbringing, schooling, and
medical care.Physical custodymeans where the children live and which parentasdke routine
daily decisions. Physical custodyis what most people think of when speaking abaigtazly.



The court prefers to share legal custody betweenptrents. This is callgdint legal custody.
This means both parents must cooperate and agréeeomportant decisions about the children.
The court does not usually grant joint legal cugtddhe parents cannot cooperate or if there has
been domestic abuse.

The court will usually grant joint physical custodiyboth parties agree and it is in the child’s tbes
interests.

In some cases the court cannot make a decision abstody because the children do not live in
Minnesota, or have not lived in Minnesota long egtou In those cases the court has no legal
authority to decide custody.

It is difficult for a parent convicted of certainimes of violence or abuse to get custody or pargnt
time. A special person called a “guardian ad litentl be appointed to look for the best interests
the children and to make recommendations to thggud

VOLUNTARY PARENTING PLANS

The law allows parents to make voluntary parenptaps. A parenting plan is a plan voluntarily
designed by both parents based on the best irgewéshe child. A parenting plan must include a
schedule of the time each parent spends with thé, etho will make specific decisions regarding
the child, and a way to settle disputes. An agregmbn parenting plan may use terms other than
“physical” and “legal” custody but it must cleardyate if the parents have joint legal custody or
joint physical custody or which parent has solalegistody or sole physical custody.

If both parents do not agree to a parenting plaacburt may create one. The court will not create
parenting plan if it finds that a parent has coneditdomestic abuse against the other parent or a
child.



VISITATION/PARENTING TIME RIGHTS

The law has changed the term “visitation” for paseto “parenting
time.”

“Parenting time” means the same thing as the foteren “visitation.”
“Parenting time” is defined as the time a parergnsis with a child
regardless of who has custody of the child.

children. The parent who does not have custodgimlly granted the
right to visit the children. Parenting time is olsd by what is in the
best interests of the children

)\ The law encourages both parents to remain actineblved with their

Starting on January 1, 2007 it is assumed that each parent will get at 12886 parenting time
with the child.

Denying or interfering with an established paregtime schedule is a factor the court may consider
when deciding on a change of custody. The couttl@ok at the reasons why the parenting time
schedule was not followed.

Grandparents may seek visitation with their graridodn. Minnesota law also allows a person who
is not a parent but who previously lived with theld for two years to ask the court for the right t
visit the child. A court will grant visitation it is in the child's best interests and if visibatiwill

not interfere with the parent-child relationship.



Scheduled Parenting Time

If the parents cannot agree, or if one parent fska schedule, the court may schedule parenting
time.

For example, visits may take place

X4 © . - weekdays after school, weekends, and every othelalyo
= e - during a part of school vacations

for a longer time during the child’s summer vacatio
Additional Parenting Time to Provide Child Care
Additional parenting time may be granted to the-nostodial parent to provide child care while the
custodial parent is working, if this arrangementeigdsonable and in the best interest of the cHiid.

looking at whether to grant this additional panegtiime/child care time, the court will consider

1. The ability of the parents to cooperate

-
2. Methods for resolving disputes regarding the catéechild, and the (] }((1))“\
parents’ willingness to use those methods /\3 />
3. Whether domestic abuse has occurred between ttiegpar e 5/@0 / L\\
NN\ A D
Courts cannot reduce child support if they ordés kind of child care. ‘\t:'@g, ? /
_—

Parenting Time Expeditor

The court can appoint a "parenting time expedifpréviously called a “visitation expeditor”). This
“expeditor” is a neutral person who will help solpmblems about parenting time. An “expeditor”
may not be available in all counties. If an agreetris not reached, the expeditor will make the
decision. The decision of the parenting time exjoeds "non-binding." This means that the court
can change the decision if either party brings éionaasking the court to resolve the dispute. Unti
changed by the court, the parents must follow #peditor’'s decision.

If a problem comes up, the expeditor will meet with parents. The parents may also agree to meet
with a mediator, social worker, or someone who lealp them reach an agreement. If no agreement
is reached, they may go back to court.



The court cannot require you to have your parerttimg problem settled by an expeditor if
you claim to be the victim of domestic abuse bydtieer party, or

the court finds that you or your child has beengitglly abused or threatened by the other
person.

You and the other parent may be responsible foingdgr the expeditor. The court will decide how
much each of you will pay before appointing theexktor. If neither of you can afford to pay the
expeditor’s fees, your parenting time problem wal be sent to an expeditor.

Restricted/Supervised Parenting Time

The court may restrict parenting time if the pares¢king parenting time may harm or kidnap the
children. The court can do this by limiting theulns of parenting time or limiting the place where

parenting time can take place. The court can redbat he or she only visit when another person is
presenfsupervised parenting time) In very rare cases, parenting time may be dealiedether.

If a parent has been convicted of certain crimegt parent must convince the court that parenting
time with the child is in the child's best intere3these crimes include assault, sexual abusentahre
kidnapping, terroristic threats, felony harassmaamd stalking. Ask your lawyer if these laws apply
in your case.

If parenting time is not restricted or supervisgdu may ask the court to order that a law
enforcement officer or some other person come altingnake sure parenting time happens
according to what is written in the court order.

CHILD SUPPORT

Child support is money the non-custodial parentsp@ayhelp support the children. Buying gifts,
food, or clothing for the children does not cousichild support.

Each county has a child support enforcement unithwvvill help you establish and enforce a child
support order at no or minimal cost. You can tplagor these services at your county offices.

The court will order a reasonable amount of chiugmort to be paid by the non-custodial parent.

Minnesota law has guidelines that say how much @ugihould be paid. The court can also order

either parent to pay medical insurance premiunmexpenses and to pay part of child care costs. The
court considers the parent's income or abilityaxmencome and the number of children supported.
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Starting on January 1, 2007,the court considers the income or ability to earcome ofboth
parents. This way of calculating child support is calledtome Shareslt still looks at the number
of children supported and either parent’s childrem previous marriages or relationships.

The court will also look at

1. the income, resources, and needs of both parents

< 2. the needs of the children
c 3. the standard of living the children would havehé fparents had stayed
(//\C together
p 4. the amount of time that the parent paying childpsupspends with the
children.

Failure to pay child support is not a reason tatlparenting time.

Please read the bookléhild Supportfor more information about child support.

SPOUSAL MAINTENANCE (ALIMONY)

Spousal maintenance is money paid to support aspewse. Either spouse can ask for spousal
maintenance, but the court will not award spousahtenance unless there is a need for it. Spousal
maintenance may be granted for several reasongseTimclude disability or illness or not having
worked outside the home for a number of yearghdfe is a large difference between your income
and that of your spouse, you may be in need ofsglounaintenance.

In some cases, the court may order spousal mamterfar a limited time while the spouse returns
to school or trains for employment. Permanent spbmaintenance may be awarded if the court
finds that one of you will not be able to adequatipport yourself. The court will consider age,
health, education, work experience, skills and rothaetors.

If you agree to give up (waive) your claim for spalmaintenance, you cannot come back to court
and ask for spousal maintenance later. If youthskcourt to "reserve" spousal maintenance, the
court will not award you spousal maintenance navt,rbay in the future.

11



INSURANCE COVERAGE/MEDICAL EXPENSE

’ Health Insurance for Children

Health insurance coverage for your children is @ pachild support. Starting

on January 1, 2007, if the parent ordered to pdd slupport is not ordered to
get health insurance for the children (or to payradical and dental expenses) the court may order
them to pay some of the cost of insurance. The amaill depend on the parents’ incomes.

If neither parent has enough coverage, the couyt onder one of the parents to apply for public
heath care, such as MinnesotaCare. You need tovkentome to be eligible for public health
benefits.

The court will also order the parents to pay amghiot covered by insurance. The cost is usually
divided between the parents. The amount will degmnthe parents’ incomes.

Health Insurance for Ex-Spouse

The court may also require that medical insuranceah ex-spouse continues. For example, group
medical insurance rates may not be available tospoese or may not cover as many medical costs
as the insurance available through the other sfowsaployer. The court may order that the
insurance through one spouse's employer contiritigher party may be ordered to pay the cost.
This kind of insurance coverage is part of spousahtenance.

Life Insurance

The court may also order the non-custodial parekieep a life insurance policy in effect so that if
that parent dies, the children will receive thaunasice benefits to make up for the lost child suppo

Generally, a court will not order that a life inaoce policy be continued just for the benefit of an
ex-spouse. If the insurance policy has cash vawegrship of the policy may be granted to either
party, the same as other property of the parties.

12



PAYMENT OF BILLS AND DEBTS

The court may order either spouse to pay all dedstsnay order each spouse to pay part of them.
The court will look at several things.

. Who made the debt?

. Who benefited from it?
. Was the debt made before the marriage,
during the marriage, or after the parties sepafated
. Is the debt secured by property still in the posisesof one of the parties?
. Who has custody of the children?
. What are the income, assets, and needs of eaatmpers

A court order directing one of the spouses to payeht does not give the other spouse legal
protection from the person or business to whondti# is owed (the creditor). The creditor can stil
take legal action against either spouse.

DIVIDING PROPERTY

All property that was acquired during the marriggealled ‘marital property.” It does not matter
whose name is on the title. Both parties are asduto have made an equal contribution. A
homemaker's work in the home counts as an equalilation. This "marital” property is divided
fairly. Usually, fairly means equally. The courtlivdecide the value of all the property and try to
divide the property so that each spouse gets appabdely half of the overall value. If one spouse
has misspent the family's income, or misused cgrtgkoperty, the court may award more property
to the other spouse to make up for that. If orausp has special needs, the court may award more
property to the needy spouse.

For example, if there are two automobiles, eachus@ds usually given one of themThis is
especially true if the cars are nearly equal inugal If there is only one automobile, the coureoft
awards it to the spouse who has the greater nedchftsportation. Extra items of personal property
may be awarded to the other spouse so that thealbwalue of each share remains the same.
Retirement accounts and whole life insurance pegiaire property too.

If you own your home or other land, this propertysinalso be divided fairly. The court may order

the property sold so that each of you will haveryshare as soon as possible. The court might
award one spouse the home and give the other spolise property, such as retirement accounts,
that equal the equity in the home. If the couligves that it would be better for the minor chddr

to remain in the home, it may permit the childrenl @he custodial parent to remain in the home
until the children are 18 years old. Then the peals from the sale of the home will be split.

13



If you can prove that an item of property wari-marital,” the court will not usually award that

property to your spouse. Non-marital property reperty owned by one of you before your
marriage, or was a gift or inheritance to you alodlkeing your marriage. Portions of a personal
injury or Workers Compensation award might alsono@-marital. The court may award non-
marital property to the non-owner spouse only ifvibuld cause unfair hardship or under other
limited circumstances.

Household goods are often divided by the couplimercourt without deciding if they are marital or
non-marital property.

RESTRAINING ORDER

In some cases the court may believe that endingnidagiage will not be enough to stop abuse or
harassment. A person who is being abused by aspexse should also request @rder for
Protection. For more information, see our bookl&rders for Protection and Harassment
Restraining Orders.

14



How Much Will a Divorce Cost?

Both people in a divorce will usually be responsitdr paying

. a filing fee of about $400. This fee can changearg by county. Check with the Court
Administrator when you file your case.

. your own attorney’s fees.

. other costs.

If you can'’t afford to pay the filing fee, the juelgnay agree that you don’'t have to pay it. This
usually happens only if a person has a low incon faw belongings. This is called “in forma
pauperis.”

There is no right to a free lawyer (like a publefehder) in a divorce. However, there are nonprofi
law firms that provide free legal help or arrange Yolunteer attorneys for low income clients. See
the back of this booklet for information on legahsces. If free legal help is not available, ouy
do not qualify, you will need to hire an attorneyrepresent yourself in the divorce.

Attorney fees vary from hundreds of dollars if tase is easy to thousands of dollars for cases with
custody and/or property disputes. It is importdr#t you understand your payment arrangement
with your attorney. Many attorneys charge an hotek for their services. You will be charged
each time the attorney works on your file. Askiyattorney for a written “Retainer Agreement” or
letter which explains in detail how you will be ¢hed for legal services.

If you represent yourself in the divorce you widl balled a “pro se litigant.” In all Minnesota dist
courts, there are forms that pro se litigants wordie cases can use. You should check with your
local courthouse or law library or the Minnesotat&tCourts websiteMyvw.mncourts.gov/forms

for more information about where to get these forms

15



How Long Will a Divorce Take?

The length of time to complete a divorce dependsnugeveral things. If both sides reach an
agreement or if one spouse never responds to @vmapers, a divorce doesn't take much time. If
both sides can't agree, then the judge has to @ecidhis case it will take much longer becauge th

court will need to gather information and schedirtee in order to make a fair decision. Gathering
information might mean having a custody evaluatione or getting financial information.

An uncontesteddivorce is one where the parties agree on a settlemeoh®of the spouses does
not respond. An uncontested divorce is likely det a few months. If the parties disagree, the
divorce can sometimes take from six months to teary.
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What Are the Steps in a
Divorce Proceeding?

= S

The spouse who starts the divorce is called pb@tioner. The other spouse is called the
respondent. The petitioner and the respondent are the "grinethe divorce.

SUMMONS AND PETITION

A divorce officially starts when the petitioner texgts that Summons and Petitionbe delivered to
the respondent. It must be delivered, in persgrihé sheriff or some adult other than the petéron
This is calledService.

Sometimes the respondent cannot be “served” pdigamidh the Summons and Petition because
the petitioner does not know where he or she is laa®l no way to find out. In this case the
petitioner can apply to the court for permissioriderve” another way—such as mailing the papers
to an address where mail will likely be forwardedthe respondent or publishing a notice in a
newspaper. This special service starts the legalgedings in cases where the respondent cannot be
personally served.

ThePetition is a legal paper stating that the petitioner wémtscourt to divorce the parties and how
the petitioner wants the court to decide the otherstions raised in a divorce. The decisions the
court will make are calle®Relief. The Petition also states the reasons for thercivand for the
other relief requested.

18



The Summonsis a separate legal paper telling the respondesmigwerthe Petition within 30 days.

If the respondent does not, he or she idefault and the divorce isncontested This means the
petitioner (the spouse who wanted the divorce) rbaygranted the divorce and other relief
requested. The Summons also forbids both pantees &elling or getting rid of any property or
harassing one another. It requires each partyaiatain any insurance for the family. If one spous
spends money belonging to both parties after rawpithe Summons, he or she will have to explain
to the court why the money was spent.

FINANCIAL AFFIDAVIT

Starting January 1, 2007,if child support needs to be set, each parent rfilesta “financial
affidavit.” You can get the affidavit form from the Minnesotdat8 Courts website at
www.mncourts.gov/formgclick on the category “Other”). There are impattéhings that must be
attached to the financial affidavit, such as

* pay stubs for the most recent 3 months
» a statement of receipts and expenses, if you H#rersployed

* acopy of your most recent tax return includingrydi+2, 1099 forms, unemployment or
worker’'s compensation statements

* and other documents that show any other income.

If you do not file the financial affidavit, the cduwill set your child support based on other
evidence. You will not be allowed to testify abgour income unless the court determines that you
did not have access to the documents.

ANSWER AND COUNTER-PETITION

The respondent may disagree with the relief as&edy the petitioner and want the court to hear his
or her side. The respondent then must serv&remwver on the petitioner's attorney within 30 days
of the date the respondent was served. AAswer is a legal paper saying what the respondent says
back to the Petition. Just calling up the petioto say something like "I don't like this" is reot
Answer. The Answer may be mailed to the petitien&wyer. It does not need to be personally
served. The Answer states whether the respontanstthe petitioner's statements in the petition
are true or false. It also tells the court what tbspondent wants.

An Answer may include &ounter-Petition, in which the respondent states what he or shdswan
the court to decide and why. Often a Counter-Petiis filed with the Answer so that the respondent
can continue with the divorce if the petitioneelatiecides to withdraw the Petition.

Once an Answer is served, the caseastestedand the proceeding can be finished only by a
settlement or a trial.
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OUT-OF-STATE PARTIES E
s

Courts in Minnesota usually only have power ovespe and things

in Minnesota. This power is called jurisdictioff. the respondent was

served outside of the State of Minnesota, or ifrdspondent could no

be found and was served by publication or otheciapservice, the

Minnesota court might be limited to making only thalowing - ._

decisions v "\

. dissolve the marriage
. give custody and parenting time rights of any alitdwho are under the court's jurisdiction
. award the ownership of property located in Minnasot

When the respondent is served in another statesearate child support proceeding can be
started with the help of the county support enforeet agency and the county attorney. In this
proceeding, the Minnesota court tells the couthiother state that a parent who lives in therothe
state owes child support. Please seeGhild Support booklet for more information.

DEFAULT

If the respondent does not answer the PetitionivBB days after it was served, the respondemt is i
default. The petitioner's attorney tells the court artetault hearing is scheduled. Default hearings
are also scheduled when all of the relief to beead by the court has been agreed to by the parties
in a written agreement calledsipulation or Marital Termination Agreement . If both parties are
represented by lawyers, the divorce may be findlimghout a hearing. If both parties did not have
lawyers or if the respondent never answered, tisesedefault hearing. At a default hearing only the
petitioner and his or her attorney need to atteflde petitioner is sworn under oath and testiftes t
all the facts necessary for the court to orderdhtief requested in the Petition or Stipulation.

In most cases the hearing is very short and simplest of the questions can be answered "yes" or
"no." The judge signs th&indings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, Order for Juggment and
Judgment and Decreethat was prepared in advance by the attorney oy §e litigant” (person
representing themselves).

The divorce becomes final when the court clerkéesitthe Judgment and Decree, which means the
clerk writes it down on a court list of all judgmen The Judgment and Decree contains the final
decisions of the court. Sometimes it is a weekiore after the default hearing before the Judgment
and Decree is entered. The court clerk may semopy of the Judgment and Decree to the
petitioner's attorney. This attorney serves tlepeoadent with the final Judgment and Decree and
gives a copy to the petitioner. There is no waifoeriod in Minnesota—the divorce is completely
final when entered.
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TEMPORARY RELIEF HEARING

In some cases there will beteamporary relief hearing. This hearing can take place after the
Summons and Petition have been served. At thergedlrte court makes an order that sets the rules
for the parties until the divorce is final. A temmpoy relief hearing is especially important if chign

are involved and there is disagreement over custodif child support needs to be decided right
away.

The attorney representing either the petitionether respondent can schedule a temporary relief
hearing. The other party must be served with motapers, including arApplication for
Temporary Relief and/or arAffidavit. Affidavits are written statements signed undehoarlhe
motion papers are legal papers requesting tempoedief from the court and stating the facts on
which the request is based. These facts incluelendome and expenses of each party, who has the
children now and why they should be in the custofdthe party asking for temporary custody. The
motion papers must be mailed or handed to the qidwty before the hearing. There are certain time
periods for giving notice to the other pakgfore the hearinghat must be followed when bringing
and responding to motions. The petitioner's atipwfeen has the motion papers served at the same
time as the Summons and Petition.

At the temporary relief hearing the judge will loak all of the papers
that both parties have filed. The attorneys wkak for the parties, and
the court may question the parties. It is unusaalthe court to take
testimony at a temporary relief hearing.

At the end of the hearing the court will make a penary order about
matters needing temporary decisions. These include

. custody

. parenting time

. child support

. who will occupy the home

. who will have the use of any automobiles.

The court can also make an order restraining (stgp@n abusive or violent spouse from harassing

or harming the other spouse or the children. Thetacan order one of the spouses to leave and not
return to the home. A violation of this part oétbrder may be a misdemeanor. The party violating

it can be ordered to pay a fine or go to jail.
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DIVORCE EDUCATION PROGRAMS

In any case where parties cannot agree about gustqehrenting time of the children, the court will
require the parties to attend an orientation antc&ibn program. Some courts have programs for
children to attend. The program covers the impaat divorce and the restructuring of families and
legal proceedings have upon children and familleswill also cover methods for preventing
parenting time conflicts and options for resolviigputes.

If you have a good reason for not attending, yauask the court to excuse you.

If you claim that there has been domestic abuse,with not be required to attend the same parent
education class as the other party. The courtldhenter an order describing how the parties may
safely participate in the program.

There is a sliding scale fee for this program. ldoer, it may be free if you were not required ty pa
the divorce filing fee.

MEDIATION & OTHER ALTERNATIVE
DISPUTE RESOLUTIONS

Court rules now require both sides to try ways othan court
to resolve their differences. There are many othiays to
reach agreements called alternative dispute resnl(ADR)
methods. Make sure you know all your choices Ieefor
deciding on a method. The parties may be askedydor the
cost of ADR. Most ADR methods let you stop the s at
anytime without reaching an agreement.

Mediation is one ADR method. In mediation, the parties éry t

work out an agreement between themselves with élgdf a_neutral third person called a mediator.

The mediator helps the parties discuss their desagents, make compromises and reach their own
agreement. Mediation can be helpful because bbtlow have agreed to the outcome rather than
having a big fight and the judge makes decisionydo. Mediation about custody or parenting time

can be helpful because you both will continue tgpheents to your children and together you can

continue to work out parenting issues. In medmaboth of you should be able to say what you want
and cooperatively work out compromises. If you '‘lamderstand things or don't feel you have

equal power with your spouse, the mediation isfaot You can stop the process at any time

without reaching an agreement. You only have yotdr settle. You can't be forced to agree to

something.
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If you or your children have been hurt or threatena by your spouse, the court cannot make
you mediate. In this circumstance, the court knows that méaiatvouldn't be safe or fair. For
example, you might just "agree" because you'racatrwhat would happen to you or your children
if you didn't. Make sure to tell your lawyer, tleeurt or the mediator, if you have been hurt or
threatened by your spouse.

There are alternative dispute resolution (ADR) rodthother than mediationArbitration is an
ADR where both sides agree that the neutral themdqn will decide the dispute. In arbitration, ot
parties can agree whether or not the arbitratianstm will be enforced by the court. Arbitration
might be used when you can't agree about the \adlsemething and you're willing to let someone
else, other than a judge, decide.

In any of these alternative dispute resolution psses, you always have the right to talk to your
lawyer about what's happening and what the ch@ices

GUARDIAN AD LITEM

The court may appoint a “guardian ad litem” if élieves one party has
hurt the child or that having someone to represdmdt's best for the
child would be helpful. Aguardian ad litem advises the court about
custody, parenting time and support during the .ca8eguardian ad
litem is different from other kinds of guardian§he guardian ad litem
does_not have custody. A guardian ad litem makesdependent
investigation about what's best for the child ardes a report for the
court. The parties may be asked to pay the cosiggofardian ad litem.
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CUSTODY INVESTIGATION

If the parties cannot agree on custody, the couftusually order

county, court or social services or a guardian @dml to

investigate the ability of each parent to care dod raise the

children. The social worker, court services workeguardian ad

litem will usually interview each parent. They lgbntact friends

and family, teachers, counselors, doctors, andrgihefessionals

who have seen the family. The investigator themewra report to

the court and makes a recommendation about cust¥dwr attorney may be given a copy of the
report. The parties are usually required to paydbsts of a custody investigation based on their
ability to pay. The court does not have to accégt tecommendation of the investigator, but
considers it very seriously.

NEGOTIATION AND STIPULATION

If the respondent answers the Petition, the pawtitsry to settle the case by having their ateys
work out an agreement. This is calledgotiation. If the couple is able to agree on everything
(through negotiation or mediation), a written agneet called aStipulation or Marital
Termination Agreement is prepared and signed by both parties and th&rneys. The parties
agree that one of them will present the Stipulatmrithe court. Just one party needs go to court.
The other party usually does not attend. The caosudally accepts the agreement made by the
parties. A written Stipulation may also be presdrnb the court without the need for any hearing.
This process can only be used if each party hagvgdr.

DISCOVERY

If the parties cannot agree, the case can onlynimhéd by a trial. Before the trial, it may besfig
for an attorney to find out the evidence and infation that the other party has. This is called
discovery. The law permitsliscovery of evidence by several methods such as

. taking testimony under oath from a party or a wsseutside of the courtroom (called
depositiong
. written questions that the other party must answewriting under oath within 30 days

(calledinterrogatories)

. a written demand that the other party allow theragy to look at important papers before
trial (calledrequests for production of documents)
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MOTIONS

When a problem must be settled before trial andptméies cannot agree, one of the parties may
request anotion hearing before the court. Motions may be used to aslkcthet to make the other
party turn over evidence or to enforce the decsiomrade by the court in earlier orders. Sometimes
the temporary relief order must be changed wherethas been a change in the facts or an important
problem was overlooked at the first hearing.

A motion hearing is like a temporary relief hearing/sually no testimony is taken and the court
makes its decision based on written statementsruodih (called affidavits) and the attorneys'
arguments.

PRE-HEARING CONFERENCE

If no agreement is reached and the attorneys adgyre
for trial, they ask the court to set a trial ddWost

courts set up a pre-hearing conference first. A pri =
hearing conference will

. help the parties settle the case and avoid a trial
. identify the areas of disagreement and decide hashntime is needed for the trial.

Sometimes an agreement is reached at the pre-geammierence. The agreement is officially taken
down by a court reporter in court and both partedkthe court that this is their agreement. A
default hearing may be held immediately.

If no agreement is reached, the case is set fr tiihe court mails a notice of the trial datdfte
attorneys.
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TRIAL

Very few divorce cases actually go to trial. Moases are settled before tt 3)
trial begins. Usually the attorneys and the judgee a short meeting befor \
the trial starts. The purpose of this meetingasdéecide what must be
addressed during the trial and what has already bettled by the parties_
The attorneys also make agreements so that tHenticbe easier, faster,
and less formal. For example, they might agreethen order in which
witnesses will testify.

Usually the petitioner's attorney calls the petiéids witnesses first. Each witness is sworn under
oath and answers the attorney's questions.  Therother attorney may question the witness.
Sometimes the court may ask questions. Sometimegeéhtioner's attorney will ask additional
guestions. When the petitioner's attorney hasedadlll of his or her witnesses, including the
petitioner, the attorney tells the court that theditmner rests his or her case. Sometimes the
attorneys will present their argument in writing.

Then the respondent's attorney calls the respoisdefitnesses. After the respondent's attorney
rests, the petitioner's attorney may call witnessegespond to the testimony given for the
respondent. The respondent's attorney may doaime.s When all of the testimony is completed,
the attorneys argue the case, saying why the jgbgeld rule in his or her client’s favor. Then the
judge ends the trial. The judge may announce sidacat the end of the trial. He or she may take
time to think about the case and make the declaien. By law, the judge has 90 days to decide the
case. Usually the judge sends copies of the aecis the attorneys. The divorce becomes final
when the court clerk enters the Judgment and Ddorethe court. The clerk tells the attorneys
when the Judgment and Decree has been enteredJu@iment and Decree is theal decisionin

the case.

APPEAL

A party who is dissatisfied with the court's demmsimay ask the trial judge to change his or her
decision or set a new trial or appeal to the CofiAppeals. No new evidence or testimony is taken
by the Court of Appeals. Appeals are hard to wisually when the Court of Appeals overrules a
trial judge, it is because the Court of Appealsdwels the trial judge made a mistake about the law.

Appeals must be sought and decided within a ceamiaunt of time. Appeals are complex. Specific
rules and time deadlines must be followed in ordesuccessfully appeal your case. Consult an
attorney if you are interested in an appeal.
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What Are My Rights after the Divorce?

Your rights are explained in thédudgment and Decree. Some of the decisions made in the
Judgment can be changed after the divorce such as

custody
parenting time rights
child support

spousal maintenance (unless the right to spousahtemance was
given up, denied, or you agreed in writing not ity to change the
amount of spousal maintenance you were awarded)

Other decisions, such as the division of propedy only be changed if there was
fraud (false information was given)

a mistake that could not have been discovered befoe trial or
default hearing

a violation of your rights in the legal proceediffgr example, you
were not properly served the Summons and Petition)

FEES

If you need to bring a motion to change your Judgnaad Decree, you will have to pay a motion
fee of about $100. If you are low-income you maly the judge to waive this fee.

If you didn’t pay a filing fee while the divorce wdbeing decided, you may have to pay that fee too,
unless you have anrf'forma pauperis order” (IFP order) that is still in effect.

CHANGING CUSTODY

Custody that has been awarded by the court isdiffigult to change. In order to change custody of
the children you generally must prove to the cthuat

. there has been a change in the situation sincéivbece
. the children's physical or emotional health or dewent is in danger.

The court can also consider a change if the pamitht custody has denied or interfered with the
parenting time of the other parent. However, pamgrtime problems alone are usually not enough
to change custody. Denying or interfering withamgmting time schedule is a factor that a court may
consider in deciding to change custody. A judge aklso change custody based on the “best
interests of the child”, if both parents agreedise that standard in a writing approved by the tcour
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You need to talk to an attorney before you agreesta “best interests” standard. An attorney can
help you understand what this means.

If you and your ex-spouse agree to change custbthecachildren, you should make a motion to the
court to change custody and support orders. Otkerwiou are still responsible for paying support
to the other parent, even if you actually have aigof the children. Custody is sometimes changed
if the custodial parent allows the children to Iw&h the non-custodial parent for a much longer
time than was ordered for parenting time.

Denying or interfering with an established pareptime schedule is a factor the court may consider
when deciding on a change of custody. The codHaak at the reasons parenting time was denied.

CHANGING CHILD SUPPORT PAYMENTS

The court can increase or decrease child suppgrngats if the situation of the parents or the
children has changed so that the old order is woregble or unfair. See oGhild Supportbooklet
for more information.

COLLECTING CHILD SUPPORT

If the non-custodial parent does not pay the chiugport ordered, there are three main ways of
enforcing the order. All of these methods are darafed. You should try to find an attorney to
help you. You can hire an attorney, or you canfaskegal help from the child support enforcement
office of your county. This office is sometimedled Support and Collections or the 1V-D (4-D)
unit. Please see o@hild Supportbooklet for more information.

NON-PAYMENT OF CHILD SUPPORT

If child support was ordered but is not being paips to enforce the order can be taken by the
custodial parent or the county human services dtimeat. If the children are receiving public
assistance, the county can also ask the court fmparate order requiring the other parent to pay
back the assistance that has been received byishedeal parent for the past two years. The county
can also ask the court for an order requiring yoypdy back Medical Assistance and some other
benefits the children received. The court can rogeyment whether or not the Judgment and
Decree included a child support order.

If you have been ordered to pay child support angt gituation has changed so that you cannot pay
the amount of support ordereidl,is important to contact the county child suppodifficer right
away. You can bring a motion to ask the court to loweuryohild support. If you do not bring a
motion, there is little chance the court will forgiback support, even if you were unable to page S
the Child Supportbooklet for more information.
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SIX-MONTH REVIEW HEARING

A six-month review hearing can be scheduled to nsake parents are following court orders for
custody, parenting time and child support. The toannot change orders at this hearing, but it can
take steps to make sure the orders are being fetlo&ither parent can ask for a six-month review
hearing after getting a divorce, custody, childmup or parenting time order for the first time.elTh
court administrator can give you a form and thesteeeded to ask for this hearing.

PARENTING TIME/VISITATION

If you are having problems with parenting time, yan try to work it out with the help of another
person that both of you trust before you ask thetdom get involved. This person may be a mutual
friend, minister, counselor or social worker. Argrating time expeditor

@° 0 F"‘S@ °® might be appointed to work with you to try to solve problem. For more
\_ ) information see page 9.
z A/)
O/' You can also go to court to get an order to chamgset a parenting time
)'\ y schedule or for supervised parenting time. Thertcmay send you to a
( | parenting time expeditor before the court hears yoation for a change in
,))'\, = parenting time. The court can order mediation @r gan voluntarily agree

to use mediation to try to resolve parenting tinmebfems. If one parent
denies parenting time, the other parent can goototdo request more parenting time or even to
change custody. The court will look at whethenot there was a good reason for denying parenting
time. Abuse of the children would likely be a gaedson to deny parenting time.

Failure to pay child support is not a reason to dey parenting time. The court may order
additional parenting time if it decides that onegmd unreasonably denied parenting time. The court
may limit parenting time if the non-custodial parenreasonably fails to spend parenting time with
the children.

Your children's grandparents can ask the courtrtterothat they be allowed visitation with the
children. This can happen during or after the diegroceeding.

If you or your children are being abused, beingt lmurthreatened, you can go to court and get an
ORDER FOR PROTECTION . Orders for Protection apply to ex-spouses, redrdouples and people
who have children together but are not married.r fore information, please see our booklet
Orders for Protection and Harassment Restraining @@rs.
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MOVING OUT-OF-STATE

If the custodial parent wishes to leave the stidie,other parent must
agree that the children can move or the custodskerd must get
permission from the court. If the other parenteagr the agreement
should be put in writing. The court must weightaer factors when
deciding whether to allow the move. The factors #meags like the
reason for the move and the child’s relationshighwihe other parent
and other family members. The parent requesting rtfeve must
convince the court to give permission, except imdstic violence cases.

Moving the children from Minnesota without perma@sicould result in
the court ordering a change of custody.

KIDNAPPING

Parents in child custody and parenting time dispatenetimes take matters into their own hands by
taking a child away from the other parent. Kidnagpcan happen before any court decides custody
and parenting time rights, or after custody is dediby the court.

Taking or hiding a child, or not returning the chafter parenting time, can be a serious crime.
Minnesota has a law which makes it a crime to depanother of their custodial or parental rights.
Under this law, you do not have to have a coureogiving you custody or parenting time. If the

other parent is hiding the child, you may be aldeshow that you have been deprived of your
custodial or parental rights.

Violation of the law can result in a prison sentié up to one year and one day, a $3,000 fine, or
both.

If a parent takes a child to protect the child frabuse, or if the other parent consents, the law ma
not apply.

Minnesota, like most other states, passed a laleccéihe Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction
Enforcement Act (UCCJEA) so that parents could not go to another stateyttotget a different
custody order. Under the UCCJEA, the courts ofediint states have guidelines to help decide
which state’s court should decide custody. Thertsoare encouraged to discuss the matter and
avoid disagreements between states. Usually the oo the state where the child has lived most
recently for the past six months has the authdoityecide custody of the children. If a court imeo
state has already decided custody, the UCCJEA ptewecourt in another state from changing the
custody order, unless the first court refuses tamaoo longer has enough connection with the child
and patrties.
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Another important tool for a parent whose child haen taken or hidden is tiederal Parent
Locator Service (FPLS). An attorney must ask the court or county attorneyrdéquest FPLS
assistance. The court or county attorney can appiye FPLS for assistance in locating the missing
parent. The FPLS is a computer search using tleealS8ecurity number of the missing parent to
find home and work addresses for that parent. Maat have the correct Social Security number in
order to use the FPLS.

If your child has been taken by the other pareot, $hould contact friends, neighbors, and relatives

to get information about the other parent's locaticschools should also be checked to see if the
child's records have been transferred. You camcisck the State Bureau of Motor Vehicles to see

whether a new car license or a new driver's licérasebeen issued to the parent who has hidden or
taken the child.

You may want to keep a folder with information abgour child that includes

. a fingerprint card which can be made by the locédicp or sheriff's department
. a Social Security card for the child
. a certified copy of the child's birth certificate .
. up-to-date medical and dental records from youidthi \

doctor -
. up-to-date pictures of your children. O O
If you think that a kidnapping might happen eveteafjou are

granted custody in the Judgment and Decree, youldhask

your attorney to make sure that the Judgment arate@encludes specific custody and parenting
time arrangements.

If your child is taken, or if the other parent redg to return the child after parenting time, conta
the police in your community or an attorney rightag. If you wish to bring criminal charges, you
must contact the County Attorney's office.
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INCOME TAXES

The right to claim a child as a dependent for inediax purposes usually belongs to the custodial
parent. The non-custodial parent may not claindéggendent unless

. the custodial parent gives up the right and thegewritten agreement
. the divorce decree states that the non-custodiahpaan claim the child as a dependent.

The custodial parent must sign a form provided by tnternal Revenue Service giving the
dependent exemption to the non-custodial parendr Jadgments or written agreements before
January 1, 1985, the non-custodial parent must lzse paid at least $600 during the tax year in
child support to be able to claim the dependenington.

Spousal maintenance is deductible for income tapqgses by the party who pays it. It is income to
the party who receives it.

UNPAID DEBTS

If your ex-spouse is ordered to pay a debt butmloesy it, the creditor may force you to pay it if
you originally signed for the credit. This can pap no matter what the divorce decree says. 1if tha
happens, you can ask the court to order your exsspto pay you back. The court can also find
your ex-spouse in contempt of court for violatihg tourt's order.
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INSURANCE

If your ex-spouse was ordered to provide medicdiferinsurance, but does not buy insurance or
cancels the insurance, the court can order yowspexise to reinstate the insurance policy or get a
new policy. The court may also order your ex-spaiaspay medical or hospital bills which should
have been paid by the insurance. If cash wasueddor the policy that was canceled, the court can
award you all or part of the money. You can alslothe court to find your ex-spouse in contempt of
court.

TRANSFERRING PROPERTY G—D_D

Real Estate

If one of the parties is awarded ownership of tbmé or
other real estate, the Judgment and Decree witribes
exactly how the transfer is to happen. Many timhbs, RN/

Judgment and Decree orders the other party to &ign

Quit Claim Deed. A Quit Claim Deed transfers his or

her rights in the real estate to the party who giaen the property. The Quit Claim Deed and the
Judgment and Decree are filed with the County Rioor Registrar of Titles. If the property is

registered (called Torrens) property, the owneuglidate certificate of title is needed. The Quit
Claim Deed and the Judgment and Decree are themOnmedized" by the Registrar of Titles and a

new title issued. If the Quit Claim Deed is nagreéd and provided, you should check with an
attorney and/or the County Recorder or Registrdntiés to find out what to do.

Sometimes the Judgment and Decree orders that QuitoClaim Deed is needed and that the
Judgment and Decree alone will transfer title.

The other party is often awardedien or a mortgage for a share of what the propertyagh. A

lien is a claim on the property. The party awarttedreal estate owes the other party the amount of
the lien or mortgage. The Judgment and Decreellysets a date by which the payment must be

paid. If the lien is not paid when due, the panyed the money can ask the court to order the other
to pay the lien, or to change division of the prtyp@ the Judgment and Decree. In the case of a
mortgage, the holder of the mortgage could foreclos

Personal Property
If you are awarded personal property which is nogtaur possession, your ex-spouse must deliver it

or allow you to pick it up. Personal property umbés money in a bank account, household goods
and furniture, or a motor vehicle.

In some cases, the Judgment and Decree spellsoputhe property will be exchanged, or sets a
time limit (such as 30 days) in which the transferst take place. If the Judgment and Decree does
not spell it out, the parties must make their ownaragements. The party who is ordered to give the
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property to the other party must let him or her et property within a reasonable time after the
Judgment and Decree is entered, in a way thatrigervent for both parties. If you are afraid of
your ex-spouse, you may ask a local law enforceroffitier to assist you in obtaining the personal
property awarded to you.

The title card for a car or a mobile home may be in
both names or in the name of the party who was not
awarded the property. In that case, the title candt

be signed over to the party who was awarded t

property.

If your ex-spouse will not give you the propertpuy

can ask the court to order the sheriff to help getithe property. The court can also tell a bank o
other institution to give you the money in the bagkount awarded to you. It can also tell theestat
to change the title of the motor vehicle or mobitene.

Sometimes the Department of Motor Vehicles willegiwou a new title if you show the Court Order
that gives you the car even if the order doesh'the department to transfer title. The order tnus
have the car’s V.I.N. number in it.

The court can punish or jail an ex-spouse for beingpntempt of the court order if he or she refuse
to cooperate and until the transfer of propertynéle.

A party who has been denied his or her persongbgstp can also sue in Conciliation (Small
Claims) Court for money damages up to $7,500. fillmgy fee is small and the parties speak for
themselves without lawyers.

For more information about Conciliation Court, goMww.LawHelpMN.org.
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WHO CAN HELP ME WITH A DIVORCE?

If you can afford an attorney, but don't know aagk a friend who was satisfied with his or her
attorney. You can also look in the yellow pagedari'Attorneys.” You can contact the local bar
association's attorney referral service listed Wweldrhe Lawyer Referral Service can give you the
name and telephone number of an attorney in pripeaetice in your area who may be able to
represent you. You may have to pay an initialfaethe first appointment with the attorney. You
may be able to negotiate how much you will paydtterney for representation in a divorce. Many
attorneys will ask for payment of some money betbesdivorce is begun. This is called a retainer.

If you cannot afford to pay an attorney, you mayale to get assistance from the legal services
office in your area. A list of the legal aid offeen Minnesota begins on the next page. You must
meet low-income guidelines to be eligible for legatvices (legal aid). You may be referred to a
volunteer attorney program by the legal servicésaf

LAWYER REFERRAL SERVICES

Hennepin County Bar Referral SEerviCe ......ccoooeeeviiiiiiiiiiiieieeiiee e 612/752-6666
Ramsey County Bar Referral SErviCe ... e 651/224-1775
Minnesota State Bar Association’s Lawyer Refergat&m websitewww.mnfindalawyer.com
asking you simple questions and putting your answarthe forms in the correct —— l
place. I-CAN!™ will also print instructions to tetbu what to do with your &\\\

forms, and how the court process works. \\’\i {
You can use I-CAN!™ in English, Spanish or Somialyou want to change the /

language to Spanish or Somali, click the link attibp of the page from any screen.

FREE ONLINE DO-IT-YOURSELF FORMS

I-CAN!™ s a free online application that will fibut court forms for you by

Go to I-CANI™ here: https://secure.icandocs.org/mn2/\Welcome.aspx?sSde2h

There are also self-help forms available from therts here:
http://www.mncourts.gov/selfhelp/?page=342

If your situation is not simple — for example, ither of you have retirement accounts, business
claims for spousal maintenance, inheritance ornadiff issues concerning children—you should
seriously consider if you really can do this yolitse
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