
 

2026       •       For more fact sheets and other help go to www.LawHelpMN.org       •    2026 

Fact Sheet 

 

Quick Facts: Eviction Rights for Renters at Risk of 
Immigration Action  

What are my rights as a renter if I’m at risk of immigration action?  
You have the same rights as any other tenant. Your immigration status doesn’t matter. If 
you are still in the property a landlord can only get you out by filing a court case, called an 
eviction action. See our fact sheet Evictions.   
 
If your landlord changes your locks or removes your door, that is called a lock-out. It is 
illegal, even if you are behind on rent. 
 
If your landlord tries to get you out by shutting off water, heat, or electricity, that is a shut-
off. It is illegal, even if you are behind on rent.  
 
See our fact sheet Lock-Outs and Shut-Offs to Evict Are Illegal. 

What if I’m facing eviction?  
If you are at risk of eviction, try to get help right away. 

o If you have a low income, call your legal aid office at 1-(877) 696-6529. You can find 
more resources, legal aid offices, and other help online at: www.LawHelpMN.org. 
    

You have the right to pay your landlord the amount that they say you owe to avoid eviction. 

o If your landlord wants to file an eviction action against you for nonpayment of rent, 
they must give you a 14-day notice before they file that eviction action. 
 

o Some cities require a longer notice before your landlord can file. In Minneapolis, 
landlords must give 30 days’ notice before filing.  
 

Don’t skip court, even if you have made a deal. The landlord can still show up, and if you 
are not there, the judge might order the eviction. 

o Go to the hearing even if your landlord says you don’t need to go.  
 

o If your case is scheduled for an in-person hearing, you have a right to ask for a 
remote hearing. Then you don’t have to go to the courthouse. You don’t need to tell 
anyone your immigration status to get a remote hearing. Call the court or talk to a 
lawyer about how to ask for a remote hearing.   

See our fact sheet, Renters’ Rights if You Were Detained or Afraid to Leave Your Home  for 
more detailed information. 
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